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Editing the Anvayakalikā, a Sanskrit grammatical text on syntax 

Yiming Shen, University of Oxford 

28 June 2023 

 

Structure of the talk:  

1. Sanskrit MSS in Oxford 

2. vyākaraṇa (Sanskrit grammar) MSS in the Stein collection 

3. The Oxford Anvayakalikā (AnK) MS 

4. The Anvayakalikā; my ongoing editing work; a methodological question: how to find out about the MSS of 

a given work? 

 

1. Sanskrit MSS in Oxford 

The total number of the Skt. MSS in the Bodleian Libraries is possibly c. 7000 or 8000. More than half of 

these are in (2) the Chandra Shum Shere collection. 

 

(1) The old core collection, from three sources: H.H. Wilson (1842; 627 MSS), W. Walker (1845; c. 100 MSS), 

and W.H. Mill (1849; 160 MSS). 

Catalogues: two volumes with a supplement (list altogether c. 1620 MSS). 

Vol. 1: Aufrecht 1864 Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts in the Bodleian Library (in Latin): 
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Vol. 2: Winternitz and Keith 1905 Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts in the Bodleian Library (in English): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) The Chandra Shum Shere collection (1909) 

- Over 6000 MSS, mainly in Skt. 

- Formed the library of an anonymous Benares pandit. 

- Donated by Maharajah Sir Chandra Shum Shere, the then prime minister of Nepal. 

- Arrived at the Bodleian Library in 1909. 
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Gambier-Parry's handlist (itself a handwritten manuscript): 
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Wujastyk's handlist of the vyākaraṇa (Sanskrit grammar) MSS 1994: 

 

 

 

 

 

A series of descriptive catalogues (editor of the series: Jonathan Katz) currently in progress. A few volumes 

have already been published. 

 

 

 

 

(3) The Indian Institute Library collection 

- Includes Monier-Williams's MS collection. 
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Keith's Indian Institute Library catalogue 1903 (lists altogether c. 160 MSS; no vyākaraṇa MS): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) Max Müller Memorial Fund collection 

Two catalogues: 
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Gambier-Parry 1922 A catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts purchased for the administrators of the Max 

Müller Memorial Fund: 
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Gambier-Parry 1930 A catalogue of photographs of Sanskrit manuscripts purchased for the administrators of 

the Max Müller Memorial Fund: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(5) Stein collection (1911) 

Altogether c. 370 MSS, mainly in Sanskrit, acquired by M.A. Stein in Kashmir (chiefly in Srinagar) between 

1888 and 1905 (Clauson 1912: 587 ll. 1–5). 

 

Contains many MSS from Ratnakaṇṭha's (c. 1675 AD, from Kashmir) library, several of them being 

autographs of Ratnakaṇṭha (e.g. No. 188 Haravijayaṭīkā Laghupañcikā). 
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Catalogue: Clauson's handlist 1912 (Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, pp. 

587–627) (lists altogether c. 370 MSS): 
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Some remarks. 
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2. vyākaraṇa (Sanskrit grammar) MSS in the Stein collection 

 

 

 

 

Texts never published (at least six out of total twelve): 

4 Anvayakalikā 

5 Abhidhānaviveka 

297 A Kātantrapathavartinī commentary on Pāṇini 

74 Dhātumīmāṃsāsārasaṃgraha 

202 Dhātvavatāra 

232 Nipātasūtra 
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At least four (out of total twelve) MSS carry works belonging to the Kātantra school of Sanskrit grammar. 

The grammatical MSS here offer a snapshot of the Kashmiri vyākaraṇa scene—the Kātantra school played a 

very important role in Kashmir. 

  



Page 13 of 18 

 

3. The Oxford Anvayakalikā (AnK) MS 

 

 

4. The Anvayakalikā; my ongoing editing work; a methodological question: how to find 

out about the MSS of a given work? 

 

The Anvayakalikā (tentatively: ‘Bud of Syntax’) is a hitherto unpublished treatise of Sanskrit grammar. It 

focuses on Sanskrit syntax, teaching such topics as how words connect (anvaya), the relative clauses, and the 

nature and types of modifiers (viśeṣaṇa). It is first and foremost a work in the Sanskrit poetics tradition 

(alaṃkāraśāstra) and its syntactic teachings are primarily directed at poets to enable them to compose good, 

syntactically elegant poetry (kāvya). 
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I am currently making a first edition of this text, using altogether three MSS: the Oxford MS, the Ujjain MS, 

and the Delhi MS. 
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What other MSS exist of the AnK? 

This relates to a general methodological question, namely how to find out about the MSS of a given work. 

 

 

 

The New Catalogus Catalogorum (NCC), a meta-catalogue containing information of the MSS of a given 

work in catalogues. 
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For example, in the NCC, the entry of the Anvayakalikā looks like this (New Catalogus Catalogorum, vol. 1, 

p. 241a): 

 

 

 

Altogether two AnK manuscripts are mentioned in the NCC: the Oxford MS (‘IIO. Stein 4’) and the Ujjain 

MS (‘Ujjain II. p. 93’). 

 

 

The online catalogue of the Nepalese-German Manuscript Cataloguing Project (NGMCP): 
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What is the situation in your field? What do you do when you want to find out about the MSS of a given work? 

 

 

 

Thank you! 


